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Hundreds of talented Czech scientists live abroad
and leverage their knowledge and experience for
innovative research.

However, living and working abroad tend to result in
the loss of contact with the scientific community in
the Czech Republic, loss of opportunities to share
and collaborate with scientists in the Czech
Republic and, last but not least, difficulties in
returning to the Czech Republic. We are convinced
that the current situation is disadvantageous for
Czech science and scientists.

The initiative Czexpats in Science was founded in
2018 to connect Czech scientists abroad with
scientists and institutions in the Czech Republic. We
foster long-term partnerships and the exchange of
information, aiming to support world-class science
in the Czech Republic.



We aim to

create a network of Czech scientist abroad and
connect them with scientists and research
Institutions in the Czech Republic,

help scientists working abroad in navigating the
Czech scientific landscape and developing a
career in the Czech Republic,

give the opportunity to Czech scientists living
abroad to influence and inspire science in the
Czech Republic,

support mobility of Czech scientists by sharing
information and experience.



our projects

Christmas conference

A unique meeting of Czech scientific expats
in Prague, just before Christmas. The
Conference is open to anyone interested.
The 2018 event focused on (re)building a
scientific career in the Czech Republic. At
this year's conference, we will discuss
different career opportunities in Czech
academia and industry.

community development

Local Czexpats' meetings

We support the development of Czech
scientific communities abroad. So far,
Czexpats in Science organized meetings in
Dresden, Seattle, Helsinki, and other places.
We collaborate with Czech embassies.

Re-pats' meeting

We plan to launch meetings of scientists who
have returned to the Czech Republic from
abroad. A network of “re-pats” will be hepful
for others who would like to come back to
CZ. Moreover, drawing on experience from
other countries and sharing this can help to
Improve Czech science and the academic
environment.



our projects

How to choose a doctoral or a
postdoctoral position abroad? What
should one expect and prepare for?
How to write a CV and motivation
letter? What does the interview look
like?

These and similar questions are
answered during our workshops for
Masters’ and PhD students. The
workshops are offered to Czech
universities. The  first  postdoc
workshop will take place in December
2019 at our Christmas Conference.

Participants’ feedback after the first PhD workshop (held in October
2019 at the University of Chemistry and Technology in Prague)

workshops

My expectations were...

surpassed.
fulfilled.

not fulfilled.
disappointed.

The most useful part was...

lectures.
small-group discussions.
chat during lunch/coffee.

My motivation for a PhD abroad...

increased.
decreased.
did not change.

To my peers, I would...

recommend the workshop.
not recommend it.







our projects

Blog

We publish blog entries about different aspects
of the life of a scientist abroad and upon return
to the Czech Republic. We try to catch a broad
range of experience and points of view. Our
blogs are re-published by the popular portal
vedavyzkum.cz.

Networking

We inform about the issues of Czech scientific
expats and advocate for them. We were invited
to the National round table for science policy, to
CZEDUCON (forum for the internalization of
higher education institutions), and we presented
to the Czech Senate delegation in Finland. We
are in close contact with scientific institutions
and universities.

communication

Science outreach

Many Czech scientists work at top-notch
institutes and universities around the world and
publish their work in the most prestigious
scientific journals. Unfortunately, stories of their
successes hardly ever reach the audience and
media in the Czech Republic. We aim to improve
this by publishing short articles about important
discoveries of Czech scientists working abroad.

@Czexpats_papers

Our twitterbot @Czexpats_papers tweets the
newest publications of senior Czech scientists
working abroad.



our projects work in progress...

Sociological research

Who are the Czech scientists abroad? Which fields do they work in and in which positions? What led them
to pursue scientific careers abroad? What do they most appreciate about their current workplace? Do they
wish to stay in contact with the Czech academic environment and to collaborate with scientists in the
Czech Republic? If yes, how?

Are these scientists considering to come back to the Czech Republic? Which forces are pulling them back?
What is preventing their return? What would make the return easier? What kind of issues are faced by
those who managed to return to the Czech Republic? What advantages do they see compared to other
places? What motivated their return?

Answers to these and similar questions are currently unknown. Therefore, we are planning sociological
research among the Czech scientific diaspora and ‘repatriated’ scientists. The results of this research will
serve as guidance not only for future activities of the Czexpats in Science Iinitiative, but hopefully also for
scientific and governmental institutions. The report could represent a unique source of information for
setting up programs aiming to aid the return of talented Czech scientists, and in general for scientific
policymaking and improving the Czech academic environment.



our team

From left to right: Anna, Vladka, Markéta

the founders

Vladka Petrakova, Markéta Kubankova and Anna
Stejskalova are alumni of Czech Technical University in
Prague. All three of them decided to pursue a scientific
career abroad. A few years later they started
considering a return to the Czech Republic but found
out that they had lost important contacts and insight
into how things function in the Czech academic
landscape. They realized that many of their colleagues
face the same issue and that such an enclosed
scientific environment is bound to negatively influence
the quality of research in the Czech Republic.

Thus, in 2018, they founded the initiative Czexpats in
Science. Together they lead the team of volunteers and
determine the direction and main activities of the
Initiative, alongside their full-time scientific careers.



our team

The major projects of Czexpats in Science are always the result of teamwork. On top of that, each

member has a specific role and tasks within the team.

: Jaroslav Icha

| application specialist / Eastport
A 0

,;h_‘ _ Prague / Czechia

N

d | k PR and social networks

Hana HusSkova
postdoc / CRCM
Marseille / France

fundraising

Olga Loblova
postdoc / University of Cambridge
Cambridge / United Kingdom

social and humanities sciences

Michal H. Kolar
group leader / VSCHT
Prague / Czechia

analyst, technical solutions

Blanka Collis
postdoc / UOCHB AV CR
Prague / Czechia

external collaboration, blog

Jan Valecdka
PhD student / CIML
Marseille / France

external collaborator, technical solutions



testimonials

Prof. Jiti Friml, group leader, IST Austria, Austria ®
“I really like your initiative. Science is an international and collective endeavour to understand the world and has no borders. | know many Czech colleagues who

do fantastic work abroad and thus do great publicity for our country. It is therefore important that people at home know about them. So thank you very much
for what you are doing!”

® Dr. Pavel Tomancak, group leader, Max Planck Institute, Dresden, Germany
= “Czechs are a nation proud of their sportsmen, artists, and other personalities with international breakthroughs. It is little known that science works a lot like
professional sports and that many important scientists with Czech roots “play” for world-leading science institutions. Instead of hat-tricks, they score publications in
prestigious journals, and instead of millions, they are rewarded by unravelling the secrets of nature. The initiative Czexpats in Science is a great attempt to promote
Czech scientific Jagrs and Cechs to the public. | have my fingers crossed for you. It will definitely contribute to the development of Czech science, because it is well

known that both leading sportsmen and scientists like to come back home.”

Monika Vondrakova, chair of the Board of directors, Neuron endowment fund, Czech Republic @
“In the Neuron fund we try to support young scientists who decide to come back to the Czech Republic. We welcome the Czexpats initiative, it is becoming a well

organised platform for our successful scientists abroad, and we thank them for that.”

@ Dr. Hana Dvorakova, University of Chemistry and Technology, benefactor of science, Experientia Foundation, Czech Republic
“The main mission of Czexpats in Science, connecting Czech scientists abroad with Czech institutions and facilitating their return, is in

agreement with our values.”

Dr. Martin Buncek, director of the Technology Agency of the Czech Republic, Prague, Czech Republic @
“I first noticed the activity of Czexpats on social networks and | was really enthused. | think that activities like this are very beneficial for the Czech
academic environment, where the so-called “inbreeding” prevails. Fresh opinions of people with international experience have the potential to
disrupt the often false mutual assertion of the excellence and exceptionality within the Czech environment. At the same time, these activities prove
the global aspect of science, diverse Czech qualities, and also provide feedback on the functioning of the Czech academic environment.”

Embassy of the Czech Republic in Helsinki, Finland @ o ]
“We consider the formation of the Czexpats initiative, and especially of the map of Czech scientists abroad, as very positive. One of the many tasks % :";llgzllnﬁiléeflt:muske republiky

of the diplomatic missions is to help the development of the relations between Czech and Finnish entities and to keep in touch with compatriots.
The initiative Czexpats in Science is greatly resourceful for both these missions.”
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vesmir

inych i nepfimych pozorovani od

adnout, jak se dafi velkym spole&nos
tem i celym vyrobnim sektoram. Sleduji
naptiklad obsazenost parkovacich mist,
miru naplnéni zésobniki ropy, ale mohou
monitorovat i ilegdlni téZbu nebo kiceni
pralesi. V uplynulych deseti letech se na
obéznou drihu dostalo téméf 730 sledova
cich druzic, v dals{ dekadé jich pfibude dal
sich 2200. Casto jde o miniaturni satelity
standardizované specifikace Cubesat. Trh
s témito sluzbami zaznamenal v roce 2017
obrat 4,6 miliardy dolard.
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Pomoc ¢eskym
védcum v zahraniéi
INICIATIVA Czexpats in Science (czexpat
sinscience.cz) si klade za cil propojit éeské

sdce v zahraniéi, zprostiedkovat jim
skt s eskym prostfedim a usnadnit

jim navrat do CR. Zalozily ji tfi absol
ventky CVUT se studijnimi a pracovnimi
zkudenosti z Anglie a Némecka: Markéta
Kubénkovd, Anna Stejskalov a Vladimira
Petrikovi

.K zaloZeni platformy ns vedly vlastni
zkusenosti pfi nivratu ze studia nebo price
v zahraniéi do CR, kdy je &lovék limitovany
nedostatkem kontakti a neznalosti specifik
&eskeého prostfedi,” vysvétluji zakladatelky
v tiskové zpravé

Prniho setkini iniciativy se z6¢ast-
nilo okolo osmdesati védca v riznjch
fazich kariéry se zZkuenostmi ze tfindc
ti riznych zemi, napfiklad z univerzit
v Cambridge a Oxfordu, z ETH v Curychu,
z némeckych dstavii Maxe Plancka, ze
stanfordovy univerzity ¢i z Weizmannova
Gstavu v izraelském Rehovotu. ,ZGéastné
ni védci se shodli na tom, ze v Cesku je tie
ba zvysit pocet a zlepsit transparentnost
vypisovanych pozic pro juniorské vedouci
vyzkumnych skupin a zdirazitovali dille
Zitost stabilniho instituciondlniho finan
covini,” uvadéji organizitorky. MoZnosti

financovani pro uspésné mladé védce,
ktefi si chtéji zaloZit vlastni vzkumnou
skupinu v CR, zatim neni mnoho: ,Kro
mé juniorskych granti GA CR, programu
Primus na Univerzité Karlové, programu
Lumina quaeruntur Akademie véd CR

vypisuje juniorské granty pro za¢inajici
védce napfiklad UOCHB AV CR.* Mezery ve
financovéni poskytované stitnimi insti
tucemi &isteéné vypliuiji soukromi darci,
napfiklad Nadace Experientia (Vesmir 97,
404, 2018/7) nebo Nadaéni fond Neuron
Vesmir 97, 130, 2018/3).

-ov-

GMO: Nevim,
Ze nic nevim

WVEDOMi vlastni nevédomosti je soucdst
odbornosti. Pouze experti védi, jak malo vé
di,” fekl pfed éasem v rozhovoru pro Vesmir
americky neurovédec Stuart Firestein (Ves:
mir 96, 620, 2017/11). Zopakoval zkusenost,

B
Cesti védci v zahraniéi

Czexpats in Science propojuje ¢eské védce pracujici v zahraniéi

Britské velvyslanectvi

v Praze




We are not alone!

Financial support Cooperating institutions Media partner
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BCG CHCEITEC supporting the activities
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@czexpats



